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INITIRTIVE to the WHOLE city

one neighborhood at a time













 





The following activities are              designed to encourage our church to connect with our neighbors during Spring and Summer.  These ideas can be adapted for an apartment  complex or another setting.  





Check off one or      two ideas that you would like to do in Spring or Summer or come up with your own idea(s).








Neighborhood Initiative Spring and Summer  Activities 





Show fathers they are special too.  Arrange a Father’s Day event.  It might be a    neighborhood basketball or baseball game, an annual Father’s Day jog or bike ride, or morning breakfast with lots of bacon.


A service project to help a neighbor in need


One of your ideas _________________________________





July & August - 4th of July


The Fourth of July is a wonderful day of           celebration for our country.  We are reminded of our unique freedoms that we have as a     nation and we celebrate it in the heat of      Summer with an old fashion barbeque and a spectacular fireworks display.





Throw a 4th of July neighborhood barbeque or invite them to a place where you can   barbeque and watch the fireworks together.


It is time to throw a neighborhood block   party.  Get everyone involved.  Go to        http://artofneighboring.com/resources to get a Neighborhood Block Party Kit.


Get all the neighbors involved in a free car wash at your house or a neighbor’s house.  The kids love to be involved.


Organize a neighborhood ping pong or    croquet tournament.  





A neighborhood sleep over for the kids


Hold Vacation Bible School in your neighborhood or a local neighborhood park, inviting children.  End the week of teaching and games with a carnival hosted by your church.


Find out summer birthdays of people in your neighborhood and do something special for them.


Outdoor movie night: Project a movie onto a garage or outdoor screen.


Neighborhood summer newspaper or e-mail: Ask neighbors for submissions about the    goings on in the community or block and write them up periodically. (Children can get involved in this.)


Offer to bring in the mail or newspaper when a neighbor is on vacation.


If new neighbors have moved in, throw a  welcome party.  Ask everyone to bring an appetizer or a dessert.  (Sunday from 4 - 6 pm is a good time.)  You might instead want to do a barbeque.


Help with unkempt lawns or the elderly in the neighborhood.


Watch a major league baseball game        together.


Take walks or bike rides with neighbors.


Host a pancake breakfast, in the front yard if possible, to let neighbors see what is going on.


Scavenger hunt. (great fun for families)


Labor Day barbeque for the neighborhood. 
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The following activities are              designed to encourage our church to connect with our neighbors during Spring and Summer.  These ideas can be adapted for an apartment  complex or another setting.  


         


        Check off one or two       


        ideas that you would like to do in Spring or Summer or come up with your own idea(s).





Invite your neighbors over for a Memorial Day barbeque.  Arrange activities for the kids so they are included, like a bounce house, croquet, slip ‘in slide, etc.  Watch neighborbbq.com to get more ideas.


Find out who  the Vets are in your neighborhood and think of something you could do for them that would show you appreciate their service.  


“Sunday Sundae.”  Neighbors gather for sundaes on Sunday.


For kids: Leave May Day (May 1st) flower baskets, ring bell, and run away.


Do something special for the mothers in your neighborhood on Mother’s Day like flowers, cards, or something else that would make them feel special for being a mother.





May & June – Memorial Day


Memorial Day causes us to reflect on those who have sacrificially given their lives so that we might enjoy the freedom and blessings we have as a nation.  For us who enjoy this     freedom, It marks the opening of the BBQ   season.  It’s when school comes to a close and summer is just around the corner.  It is marked with a certain freedom.





Try something new!  Organize an adult Easter Egg Hunt in the neighborhood, where there are no children.


Start a storybook time in your home for    children.


Throw a children’s springtime carnival.


Bring flowers from your garden to your neighbors.


Don’t eat all the fruit from your trees; share some with your neighbors.


Offer to walk your neighbors dog(s).  They might welcome the break and you might have a chance to meet more neighbors.


Bring cut flowers to a shut-in in your neighborhood.


Offer to take a wheelchair bound neighbor for a walk on a beautiful Spring day.  It may lift their spirits.


Start a neighborhood garden and bring the produce to your neighbors.  You might want to put it in the front yard, so the neighbors watch the vegetables grow.  It will become a    conversation center for neighbors.


Start a neighborhood lending library.  You might want to build a book-box on a pole for the neighborhood or in a public place in your apartment building.


Throw a Saturday breakfast for everyone in your apartment complex or one in your front yard.  The smell of bacon catches everyone’s attention.  Ask them to bring items and to help.


Offer to help your neighbors do Spring cleaning, yard work, or help plant flowers.


Look for needs in the neighborhood and ask if you can lend a hand.


Put on neighborhood progressive dinner.


Be creative. What idea do you have? ______________________________





March & April – Easter


Easter comes at a time of year when                                                                               everything comes alive again in our surroundings.  Neighbors want to be outside to enjoy a beautiful Spring day.  Flowers begin to      bloom and yards turn green again.  It’s a      perfect time of year to reconnect with your neighbors after the long winter.  





Organize a neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt.


Invite kids and their parents from the neighborhood over to color eggs.  You might want to use the Resurrection Eggs (Google it) to show them the real meaning of Easter.  


If you have access to a bunny, invite  neighborhood children over to pet and hold the bunny.  It opens conversation.


Bring a basket of Sees Easter Egg        candies to each of your neighbors.


Invite neighbors over for an Easter lunch or dinner.  Ask them what Easter was like in their home growing up or what Easter means to them.


Hold an Easter brunch for the neighborhood.  You might want to do it in the  front yard or public eating place at your      apartment, so everyone feels welcome.


Throw an Easter craft party for the     neighbor kids.
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